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Minister’'s Message
The Rev Robin Hill

“In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths.”
Proverbs 3:6 (NRSV)

Robin Hill thinks about the Remembrance season just passed and
our divine calling to peace:

[, in common with many others, have been thinking a lot about
Remembrance in the month of November. In that reflecting | have
found myself rock solid in my conviction that the World Wars of the
20th century (along with the wars of the 2Ist) must be kept in our
minds, no matter how painful these memories might be. Failure to
remember would, | believe, only encourage our human nature to turn
our minds to other things — allowing us to forget tough lessons from
the past.

| find the way in which our red poppies “fade away” in our minds to be
disturbing. It is almost as though 11.02 am on the 11th of November
each year signals a decisive moment when everything goes back to
“normal”, this being our favoured state of forgetfulness where we fully
intend to remain all the way through to next November.

In the most pressing of senses we find Advent and Christmas just
around the corner, and the weeks to come will require the kind of
planning which will call upon our fullest concentration.
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Ministers Message cont.

What a handy justification for a mental “moving on” from Armistice Day commemorations ... or might this just
be an excuse to flee from those visions of senseless violence which haunt us, and haunt us with good
reason? After Remembrance, are most of us not quite content to indulge ourselves in another eleven-and-
a-half months of quiet forgetfulness? No poppies, no pipers, no mindfulness of the continuing follies so
obviously facing humankind in 2025.

There are a great many things that can crowd in upon our thoughts and our emotions every month of the
year. | would like to make a plea for keeping in our heads the life and the actions of Jesus, the Prince of
Peace, who entered into our humanity at Christmas, embodying and living out the God-given values
exemplified by the Incarnate Christ's humble service and world-changing sacrifice. Add to this the living
hope of seeking out through the grace of God so many better ways to replace bombs and bullets, and we
might find that we have a better way forward. All year round.

God of all the Earth, show us what really matters. Amen.

How Will You Journey to the Stable?

When | was on holiday with my daughter a few years ago, | saw
a lovely little wooden nativity scene in a book shop window
and decided to buy it. The young lad who served me said that
they had a similar one already boxed up and he duly wrapped
it up for me. It was only after | returned home that | opened it
up and discovered that things were not as they should be at
the stable in Bethlehem. | had two Marys and no baby Jesus,
only two wise men and three shepherds, and no Joseph! |
phoned the shop in question and they told me to pack things
up and return them and they would send me another one.

This happened numerous times until in the end | surrendered and now have one Stable, one Mary, no Joseph,
one baby Jesus, 2 wise men but multiple sheep and angels! But no matter what the combination, the story is
just the same. Our nativity plays at Christmas wouldn't be the same without the correct number of
participants, and that includes the 3 wise men. But of course they are really a bit of poetic licence, for their
journey to find Jesus, in contrast to that of the shepherds, took much longer. When an angel told the
shepherds about the birth of a Saviour who is the Messiah they immediately responded, ‘Let’s go and see.’
No questions asked, a fast and simple path.

But in contrast what a journey the wise men undertook to find him. When they saw a new star in the sky they
could have said, ‘Isn't that wonderful’ and remained right where they were. Or they could have held long and
involved debate about its appearance. But they didn’t. With admirable courage and resolve they set out to
follow the light of that star, at whatever the cost, wherever it led them and however long it took. In all
probability their journey took years. It would have been slow and dangerous and arduous, across mountains
and deserts with hot days and cold nights. And we can’t help admire their persistence.

As we approach Christmas and the beginning of another year, we don’t always know what path we will take or
what plans we will put into place, but whether they are slow and rather winding like the wise men, or quick
and spontaneous like the shepherds, may the Blessing of God go with us.

Maureen Duncan
Locum Minister
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Northesk Guild

Our 2025/26 programme got off to a great start with a talk from Kevin
O’Connor and Margaret Elgin, who were both involved in the restoration
of the carriage used by the Honest Lad and Lass which featured in ‘The
Repair Shop on the Road'. Kevin showed images of the carriage at
various stages of restoration and of the work of the TV crew. Margaret
spoke about the history associated with the carriage and of her
experience being filmed for the programme.

We started our year reflecting on the Guild theme of ‘Living Stones’
which included some members trying their hand at stone-stacking. We
later had a Sound of Music singalong - complete with ‘nuns’ and a
couple of ‘brown paper packages tied up with string’! Later talks were
given by Joe Fowler from the Musselburgh Camera Club, our own Simon
Fairnie on the perils at sea, and Norman Liddle from the Guild project
‘Bibles for Bairns’ which aims to offer a ‘toddler’ bible to every baby
born in Scotland and then to give them a bible related gift to age 5
when they will receive a early reader Bible.

At the end of the year, we will be making donations to Bible for Bairns, and also to Crossreach ‘Playful
Beginnings’ which supports vulnerable families. We thank you for your support in the work of the Guild.

A few of us paid a visit to Wardie Guild and enjoyed a talk there and meeting up with our old friends - it is
now 20 years since the Northesk/Wardie link started and is still going strong. We look forward to joining
other Guilds at a Christmas service at Chalmers Church Port Seton, and our own Christmas celebration in
mid-December.

We welcome you all to our meetings which are advertised on the screen in the church and also on the Guild
page of Northesk’s website. Special thanks go to Maureen for her support of the Guild.

Thank you.
Dorothy McCann

Social and Fundraising Committee

We have had another very successful organ recital by our extremely talented organist, Jeonghee. A packed
programme of music of Remembrance and Hope was enjoyed by all who attended. Jeonghee hopes to
enthral us again with a recital around Easter. Watch this space!

We have a very exciting programme planned with something for
everyone in 2026. Details of forthcoming events will be available
after the New Year.

A very happy festive season to you all.
Audrey Arthur
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Church of Scotland Welcomes New Elders to Kirk Session

Northesk marked a special occasion
on the 16th of November as it
welcomed three new members to its
Kirk Session, the governing body of the
congregation. The service of ordination
saw the new elders affirm their
commitment to serve God and the
community as office-bearers in the
Church of Scotland.

The newly ordained elders are Joon
Oh, Jeonghee Min and Sheila
Thornthwaite. They will now take their
place alongside the minister and
existing elders to support all aspects
of life in Northesk. This is a wonderful
moment for our congregation.

These individuals bring a wealth of gifts, faith, and enthusiasm that will be valued as we seek to follow God's
call in our community. We are incredibly grateful for their willingness to take on this important role.

The whole congregation extends its warmest congratulations and prayers of support to the new elders as
they begin this key period of service in the life of the Kirk.

Thank you.
Sheelagh Carradice

St John Church, Tindharia - Twinning Co-ordinator

After 12 years being Twinning Co-ordinator for Northesk Church with St John
Church, Tindharia, | decided to give up this role, having ‘run out of steam’.
However, | can honestly say that these 12 years were very rewarding in my
links with Mashi Prakash, Ruth Rani and Kalyani Rai - by email and WhatsApp.
Of course, | am lucky in that | have visited Tindharia and met them and so
many others in the congregation - and made good friends. | continue to send
texts to Ruth on a friendship basis.

While | am sorry to have given this up, | can thoroughly recommend it to someone else as one of the most
rewarding volunteer roles at Northesk Church. It is interesting and rewarding and it is very much something
which a new co-ordinator can make their own. The people at St John value their link and friendship with us -
as we do with them. Please consider volunteering for this - | will be happy to help with email addresses,
background information etc.

Thank you.
Dorothy McCann
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Christmas Eve Pop Up Nativity

The Norhesk Nativity is always a special treat.

And you don't have to take part, you can take a back seat.
This novel Nativity we will tell you in rhyme.

With a narrator to help us we'll do it through mime.

So come and join us for a nativity service of fun.

And hear the story of Mary and Joseph's precious son.

It's becoming a much beloved Northesk tradition! Join us on the 24th December at 4:30 pm for our Pop Up
Nativity Christmas Eve Service. If you want to, come dressed in your Christmas finest, a starry outfit, or as a
character from the Christmas story.

Christmas Day Service “:35°~* Ny Ny ¥ X}} < % u % g

Our Christmas Day service will be at 10:30 am on the 25th December. Join us for a short service to
celebrate the coming of Christ on Christmas Day.

St Peters Candlelit Carol Service Q

St Peters will be hosting a Candlelit Carol Service on Sunday 21° December at 6 pm. This
will be a great chance to get together with our siblings in Christ and share the joy of
Christmas together through song.

Calendar of Joint Church of Scotland Service Dates

Here are dates for joint worship services up to the end of March 2026. We are currently unsure of the venue
for some of these dates, but we will endeavour to keep everyone updated as to where these services will
take place (please note that dates etc. are subject to change).

28th December at Northesk

25th January St Michael's Church Hall ﬂ

22nd February - Venue TBC

29th March - Venue TBC

ili|Nilfils
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Christmas Fayre

Our Christmas Fayre is happening on Saturday 6th December in the Church Hall..
Please do come along and have a peruse of the stalls and enjoy some super tasty
home baking. It's a great chance to look for gifts, stocking fillers and other
Christmas bits, as well as a chance to support Northesk and smaller local
businesses

Thank you,
The Social Activities Committee

HARK! The Angels are Coming!

Come by Northesk Parish Church on Bridge Street every Sunday starting 30th November until Christmas and
bring home a knitted angel made by members and friends of the Northesk community.

The angels will appear after 12:.30 pm and stay up until they all find a
home! Feel free to take one for yourself, a family member, friend, co- - -

worker, or neighbour - a gift from Northesk to you this Christmas.’ -

If any members of the congregation wish to help make angels, there are

knitting patterns at the back of the church.

Thank you,

Audrey Arthur

February Communion

You are invited to join us to celebrate the Lord's Supper on the 8" February during

worship. A reminder will be sent out via email closer to the time and intimated a —
few Sundays before and should you have any questions about Communion please —

do ask Maureen. \\J

New Defibrillator

A fully automatic defibrillator has been purchased for the church buildings. It is currently located in the
small corridor between the church and the halls. The first aid boxes have been updated and located as
before in the kitchen and at the back of the church itself

Thanks,
Elaine Duncan
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Northesk Art Group

This relaxed and informal group meets every Tuesday in the church hall between 10 am
- 12 pm. Anything arty goes. Each member brings their own materials with them on the

day and takes an occasional turn on the tea rota. The cost each week is £2 or free if —_—
you are on tea duty. !

You may be a person who wants to explore what you left behind many years ago at 1

school or equally you may be someone who has already discovered a talent. All are

welcome and so do join us, we would love to meet you. If you'd like to find out more

please contact me on 0131669 4351..

Thanks,

Nell Graham

Foodbank Update and Reverse Advent Calendar

Donations to the East Lothian Foodbank this year amounted to 339kgs.
This is estimated to be around 807 meals provided to people in our
community. This also doesn’t include donations to the Community Pantry.
Thank you for your continued efforts, those in need in our local community
will be especially grateful.

’

Please also note that this Christmas the East Lothian Foodbank are having a ‘Reverse Advent Calendar
intiative. They have said 'how you take part in our calendar is up to you, save up all the items and do a big
donation at the end, or hand in bit by bit- there is no donation too smalll we are so thankful to all our ELFS
(East Lothian Foodbank Supporters) for all you do.” The advent calendar has been included below.
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